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By Edward Walsh* 

^President T . Carter^ complained, to? 
;c6ngres»ioiialt delegation .yesterday; 
that leaka^ojT.ciaaaified^'^ormatioaj 
are * hampering^, tofceltigence-gathering* 
efforts andr damaging national secur- 
V 7 ‘*' 

~N ei ther- th^lawnakers ’* ^who-’~a t*. 1 
.tended the- " inorningV meeting .* nor 
White HouseCpreiiyJ secretary., /Jody 
Powell would .Iaterrcif* specific leaks 
that had triggerediCarte^s expression 
pf/cbncerm 

“X don't know* of any specific story 
Powell said. "You're^talking about- an 
accumulation pj^dren^th at we- have- 
b een attempting to deal with and that.:’ 
we -felt. should be brought to the "at- 
tention of the members- of Cangresa.?" 

Pressed for detaiisand told Carter'! ■ 
complaint lacked credibilhytowitfaout : 
examples, Powell becamer liTftiteif.. \ 

“I really don’t give * damn whether 
you believe it-or not/* he aaid^, ^ 
^ \\YhitevHou3e*afilriahr arranged^ the 
meeting* which was attended by- at b^ 

. p artisa n- gro up^offcongression alr lcad ^ 


ei gn** • relations^ ahtt^tefflg^ .. 

The; WhitecHous«£ ( to 
• the*; meetings to'*;. advairce^> yirtuaily 
guaranteeing-tiiat^ any ; presidential 
^ commento, would be made* public by? 
those who rattwdedi;v4^/^ ; ^;^^$^ 
/Jlutthe precise ireas^s-f or^Cari er's' ; 
summoning- the* congressional delega*^ 
tibn yesterday remained undearv Con-v, 
gress*, is . now considering .legislation 
that would provide charters forlT.SJl/j 
intelligence agencies, impose restric- 
tions on covert operations,, and' man- 
date a , wide, range of reports *oii intel- 
ligencer* activities - to-''* congressional H 


committees... 






The administration ^ ist particularly j 
upset /.with. the reporting- required 
meats, v *' arguing* that they* would 
. swamp the intelligence agencies in bu~ 
reaucratic minutiae- ; ’• V *1 


Senate Minority Trader; Howard Hi 
Baker:, Jr^ (ftTenn.). said>Carter did) 
cite some? examples of leaks he considi 
ers damaging' to the national interest) 
Baker declined, to* disclose? the- exam-j 
pie cited, but s aid th e, ieaks b ha v e. re4 
suited’ in.- a, “new reluctance of reliable 
sources’* to, provide intelligence. * . 

\ Powell made the same point during 
his regular briefing for reporters but, 
like: Baker* did not specify- 
“If; 'previously. reliable sources are 
no longer available to you r that has an 
impact" on American interests, Powell 
said. He said it is his “understanding" 
that on occasion intelligence sources, 
citing fears* of leaks to. the press* have- 
refused to cooperate with U. S. intelli- 
gence agencies. ' - • 


"If 'they- are^ not-sijresiyou. can* pp> 
tectthem; they- are nptrwilling; totalki 
to you," Powell said:*" . >“ 

’ Neither Powell nor the* - congres- 
sional group said the White* House ex- 
pected to stop all leaks; whi<toBaker| 
described av r “epidemic^ to Washing- 
ton. But they said Carter^ ut express-] 
tog. his Iconcern„ to striymg/ termini-] 
mize"* the- numbeir t of ;leaka^ 6f sens! 
:tive- information^ V j ^ 

Rowell saidjhe president nas’ raised 
the . subject; of leaks- with executive 
branch ‘officials and* felt:." lie ought: to 
.'call it tb the 'attention of members of 
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